Amphotericin B as a lipid complex and as a deoxycholate suspension (Fungizone) was tested against murine blastomycosis. All doses of each form prolonged survival (P < 0.05 to 0.001). Fungizone was more effective than lipid complex at doses of 0.8 mg/kg of body weight. However, lipid complex at 12.8 mg/kg was not toxic and superior in efficacy (P < 0.001) to 2.0 mg of Fungizone per kg (a toxic dose), and it cleared all animals of infection. Lipid complex is an effective therapy for murine blastomycosis. (6, 19) . Relapses have been reported (6, 19) , demonstrating the need for fungicidal drugs.
glucocorticoid use, have contributed to this, making apparent the need for better antifungal therapies. A number of avenues have been explored. Several azole drugs that cause few side effects have shown efficacy in treatment of various mycoses (6, 19) . Relapses have been reported (6, 19) , demonstrating the need for fungicidal drugs.
Amphotericin B has broad activity and has been the standard antifungal agent against which others are measured (2) . However, its application is limited by associated toxicities (2) . Mechanisms to lessen the toxicity of amphotericin B, such as chemical derivatization (1, 4, 7, 9) or intercalation into lipid-based carriers (3, 8, 10-13, 15-17, 20, 21) , have proven useful. Experimental and clinical studies have shown the utility of administering amphotericin B in lipid carriers that reduce associated toxicities (10, 12, 15, 21) . The reduction of toxicities allows greater doses, which compensate for the reduced efficacy of these preparations, to be given. Because of difficulties in preparation and standardization of lipid delivery systems and because of reports of treatment failures (10, 11, 20) , an optimal lipid delivery formulation is being sought.
In the present study, we compared amphotericin B lipid complex (Bristol-Myers Squibb Co., Princeton, N.J.) with amphotericin B as a micellar deoxycholate suspension (Fungizone; Squibb) against murine pulmnonary blastomycosis. Lipid complex is a preparation of dimyristol-phosphatidylcholine and dimyristol-phosphatidylglycerol in a 7:3 molar ratio, with 33 mol% amphotericin B; the average particle size is 1.6 to 6 ,m.
Activities of these drugs in vitro against the isolate used in these studies were similar. The MIC in broth dilution and minimum fungicidal concentration (18) (14) .
The cumulative mortalities of the mice in the various groups are presented in Fig. 1 
